PKEFACE

FOR most people. Interest in the doings of our
forefathers in India dates from our wars with the
French in the middle of the eighteenth century.
Before then their lives are generally supposed to
have been spent in monotonous trade dealings in
pepper and calico, from which large profits were
earned for their masters in England, while their
principal excitements were derived from drinking
and quarrelling among themselves. Little account
has been taken* of the tremendous risks and
difficulties under which the trade was maintained,
the losses that were suffered, and the dangers that
were run by the Company's servants from the
moment they left the English Channel. The
privations and dangers of the voyage to India
were alone sufficient to deter all but the hardiest
spirits,, and the debt we owe to those who, by
painful effort, won a footing for our Indian trade,